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T is not from a vain preſumption of 
I treating a ſubje& which engroſſes 
the public mind at the preſent moment 
with ſuperior acuteneſs, and depth of 
argument.—But merely from a wiſh 
to ſtate a few plain facts, that the 
following remarks, which long ſervice 
and perſonal experience has enabled 
the author of theſe conſiderations to 
collect in our ſiſter kingdom, are ſub- 
mitted to the impartial tribunal of the 
publick. | 
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The difference between ancient and 
modern times ſeems to be marked moſt 
ſtrongly in the faculty of amplincation. 
Treaties which in clafſick authors occu- 
Py but a page, are now expanded into 
volumes, by tedious ſophiſtry and re- 
dundant explanation. 


The great queſtion relative to Ireland, 
and the multiplied ſtatements of the 
Treaty with that country for the equa- 
lization of the duties upon the trade of 
the two kingdoms, abundantly verify 
theſe obſervations. The publick prints 
teem with eſſays the preſs groans with 


daily pamphlets upon this ſubje&t—the 


gaping auditors in publick aſſemblies 


prove the truth of the old adage, ſcientia 


brevis, ignorantia prelonga land even 


in our moſt admired ſamples of elo- 


quence, the frequent and well-known 


repetition of © now let me ſuppoſe a 


cale,” 


E 
caſe,” demonſtrate how much time is 
waſted by thoſe who wear out the night 


in vague conjectures and deſultory de- 
clamations. 


The faculty of ſome who appear fore- 
moſt in the paths of eloquence, ſeems 
to be that of perplexing and of miſre- 
preſenting, of bewildering the mind in 
the labyrinth of unfounded ſuppoſition 
and inapplicable hypotheſis. 


Of the value and importance of Ire- 
land ta this country, more particularly 
ſince the fatal diſmemberment of the 
empire, it is ſuperfluous to ſay much. 
Upwards of one million three hundred 
thouſand pounds annually remitted to 
Iriſh landlords and proprietors who re- 
fide in London, * beſide a balance of trade 

* Vide Lift of Abſentees, by Redmond Morres, 
Eſq. Faulkner, Dublin, 1768. 
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conſiderably in favour of Great Britain, 
are the beſt proofs of her importance. 


It were to be wiſhed, that the ſame 
certitude and preciſion with which the 
mind of man is ſo delighted in mathe- 
matical learning, extended itſelf to poli- 
tical reſearches. Certainty, however, is 
not to be found in political arithmetick, 
but all that is left in theſe diſquiſitions 
is, to ſearch for what is moſt probable, 
and comes the neareſt to truth. 


In ſtating the balance of trade between 
theſe countries, the Committee of the 
Privy Council remark the great diffe- 
rence between the Cuſtom-houſe books 
in Great Britain and Ireland, 


If we are to believe the firſt, it is 
ur in favour of England; if the 
latter 
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latter, conſiderably in favour of Ire- 
land. 


Thus circumſtanced, it is conceived 
that an option ſhould be made in favour 
of the veracity of the one or the other, 
to avoid the doubts and political ſcepti- 
ciſm which an attempt to reconcile 
them muſt neceſlarily produce. 


The Ledger of the Inſpector General, 
from whence the following account was 
taken, was eſtabliſhed under the auſpices 
of a Committee of the Britiſh Houſe of 
Lords in 1696, and has ever been con- 
| fidereda record of the greateſt authority 

| which this or any other country poſ- 
ſefles; and the forms and regulations 
are {aid to have been preſcribed by Dr. 
Davenant—a name too well known in 
the liſt of commercial writers to need a 
deſignation or elogium. 
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The Iriſh books were never reviſed 
by ſuch authority. Precifion is not to be 


ſought after in records, which have been 


regulated merely by Cuſtom-houſe offi- 


cers; nor can the commercial records of 
a country, ever limited and cramped in 


trade, be compared with thoſe of a king- 


dom, celebrated for her extenſive ſci- 


ence, and improvement in the ways of 
commerce. | 


The following table is extracted from 
the ailmirable performance of Mr. Chal- 
mers's hiſtory of the comparative ſtrength 
of Great Britain in the four laſt wars, 
compiled from the Ledger of the Inſpector 
General to the Cuſtom-Houſe of Eng- 
land, of the imports and exports between 
Great Britain and Ircland. 
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A Table of Exports and Imports between England and Ireland. 


— 882,451 


— 1,279,147 


— — 


Tears. Imports. 
170 — L. 233,853 
1701 — 285,390 
1702 — 258,121 
1720 
21 _ 323,939 
22 
1740 
120 — 380,748 
5 
1750 
51 ! 88 613,751 
52 | | 
wy 


Exports. 
Le. 261,115 


290, 144 
215,112 
399,597 
700,885 
1,210, 564, 
I, 3514737 


2,024,357 


— —— 


Unfavourable 
balance. 


L. 


— — — 


43,008 


— 
— 
— — 
— 
— 


Favourable 
balance. 


L+ 27, 262 


7457210 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chalmers adds: * in this detail 
we ſce a regular and a pleaſing pro- 
greſs; and we perceive what excellent 
cuſtomers the ſiſter kingdems are to 
each other. The proſperity of both 
ought therefore to be the care of each, 
becauſe the happineſs and intereſt of 
each muſt be neceſſarily found in the 
reſult.” 


From this table the balance of trade 
in the year 1772 1s /. 745, 210 in fa- 
vour of England; and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that it has increaſed gradually 
in proportion to the improvement of 
Ireland. 


One circumſtance deſerves particular 
notice, that the balance of trade was 
conſiderably againſt England in the 


year 1702, to the amount of V. 43, oo8; 
this 


(„ 


this year was the period of the greateſt 
commercial depreſſion in Ireland, on ac- 
count of the extinction of the woollen 
manufacture in Ireland, by the ad- 
dreſſes of the Lords and Commons of 
England to King William. A revolu- 
tion which gave liberty and affluence 
to England, inſured political ſervitude 
and poverty to Ireland. 


The inference, however, to be drawn 
from it is fair, that the advantage to 
be had from Ireland was, and ever 
will be, in proportion to her commercial 


proſperity. 


Leſt I ſhouid dwell too long upon 
the value of Ireland, and her mercantle 
importance, upon a ſubject of ſuch 
amplitude and exuberance, and expand 
theſe conſiderations by an unneceſſary 
preface, and thereby incur the charge 

E prolixity. 
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I ſhall ſubmit the following petition 
upon the protecting duties, which was 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons of 
Ireland laſt ſeſſion; brief as it is, it 
contains a ſtate of the queſtion, and 
the leading features of the unjuſt Ta- 
riff, which at preſent ſubſiſts between 


| theſe countries. 


It is neceſſary to premiſe, that as the 
convention from the volunteer corps 
were then fitting in Dublin, the Houſe 
of Commons thought proper to reject 
it unheard, The deſignation which 
was aſſumed by Mr. Travers Hartley, 
member for the city of Dublin, and 
other merchants of the Chamber of 
Commerce, was their plea for this con- 
duct, leſt other bodies, under illegal 
deſcriptions, might addreſs themſelves 
to that aſſembly to promote the reform 
of 
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of parliament, or other innovations in 
the ſtate. 


A learned gentleman, who has ſince 
been advanced to the bench of judges, 
ſignalized himſelf much upon this oc- 
caſion, by deprecating the rejection of 
this petition; the temporary plaudit 
of the gallery, and the unwary burſt 
of popular applauſe, have been conti- 
nued to him in the grateful recollection 


of his countrymen. 


As this petition was not heard, it 1s 
difficult to ſay what the quantum of 
the impoſition intended to be levied 
upon the importation of Engliſh goods 
was; it was not ſo unreaſonable as to 
equalize the prohibition,; but it was 
ſaid, that Mr. Hartley intended to pro- 
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poſe a duty of half a crown on coarſe 
cloths imported, in order to give a 
currency to their own in the Iriſh 
markets, 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citi- 
zens, and Burgeſſes, in Parliament 
aſſembled. | 


The humble Petition of the Merchants 
compoſing the Council of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the City of 
Publin, 


- heweth, 


THAT you petitioners, appointed 
by a numerous and reſpectable body of 
the traders of thts metropolis, to watch 
over, and promote their commercial 
intereſts, flatter themſelves they will 

not 
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not be thought too preſuming, if, 
moved by the diſtreſſes of multitudes 
of their fellow citizens, and in com- 
pliance with the duties of their delega- 
tion, they humbly intreat the attention 
of this Honourable Houſe to the pre- 
ſent depreſſed ſtate of the manufacturers 
of this city and kingdom. 


That your petitioners humbly con- 
ceive this unfavourable ſituation prin- 
cipally to proceed from the very une- 
qual and unjuſt terms on which Great 
Britain and Ireland trade — Ireland 
opening freely her ports, at low duties, 
to all the manufactures of Great Bri- 
tain — Great Britain prohiditing, by 
exceſſive duties, almoſt all the fabricks 
of Ireland. 


That 
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That your petitioners beg leave to 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, that 
they feel, as well as profeſs, for their 
Siſter Kingdom, the moſt cordial af- 
fection; and fully acknowledge this 
country to be ſo connected with her, 
that they muſt ſtand or fall together ; 
they, however, conſider it incumbent 
on them humbly to repreſent, that the 
evident principles of policy and juſtice 
require that Britiſh manufaftures im- 
ported into Ireland, ſhould pay the ſame 
duties that are impoſed on Irifh manufac- 
tures of a ſimilar ſpecies imported into 
Great-Britain. 


Your Petitioners humbly beſcech 
this Honourable Houſe to take the 
preſiimiſes into conſideration, and to 
grant ſuch relief as to its great wiſdom 

ſhall 
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ſhall ſeem meet, and your Petitioners 
will pray. 


Signed at the deſire, 
and on behalf of the Council, 


*TRAVERS HARTLEY, Preſident. 
ANTHONY DERMOTT, 2 Vice- 
DANIEL MARSTON, Fpreſidents 


„M. P. for Dublin, 


paid on the 


imported into 


ENGLAND aid IRELAND 


ComranisoNn of the Dur iE s 
MANUFACTURES 


_ "Triſh Money, 


EngliſhDuty. 


Iriſh Duty, 


Broad Cloth or old Drapery, the Yard —— — x 
Kerſeys, Serges, or new Drapery, do. — _ ©) 
Refined Sugars in Loaves, the Hundred Weight — 5 
Beer or Porter, the Barrel, at 32 Gallons, valued at 208. — 1 
Spirits, the Gallon (Gin or Whiſky) — — — 0 
Leather Manufactures. per 100l. in Value, on Oath — — 62 
Wrought Silks, the Pound — — prohibited 
Thread and Cotton Stockings, the Dozen Pair, valued at 40s, per Oath 0 
Candles, The Hundred Weight | — 1 
Soap, Not Impoi table in Packages leſs than 224lb. 2 
Starch, a 
Hair Kel 1855 5 =, + 
Chip Hats, ditto, not leſs than 75 Dozen, into London only, per 
Dozen at 11, 4s. value — — —— 2 
All Cotton Manufactures which pay on Value, for every 100]. Value on Oath 29 


All Iron Manufactures which pay on Value, for every iool. Value, on Oath 29 
And for every Hundred Weight — — 0 
White Salt, the Buſhel of 84 Pounds — — — 0 
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Thus where England lays a duty of 
forty ſhillings upon the importation of 
Iriſh goods—lreland lays a duty of 
ſix pence upon the ſame article. 


This is admitted on all hands to con- 
tain the out line of this great queſ- 
tion—this is the Tarif eſtabliſhed be- 
tween the two countries for a ſeries of 
years — prohibitions which obtain in 
no other caſe, nor againſt any other 
country againſt the ſiſter kingdom! 
imitating thereby the conduct of 
thoſe churliſh petty deſpots, in private 
life, who preſerve a polite courteous 
demeanor to ſtrangers, but reſerve their 
moments of ill temper and caprice for 
their families and deareſt connections. 
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While men talk of ſpontaneous non- 
importation agreements in Ireland, let 


them remember that here is a perpetu- 


non- importation agreement againſt 
Ireland, with all the form and warranty 


of law look for the word penalty 


or the word Ireland in the index —it 
is a matter of indifference which—for 


. you will ſcarcely ever find one with- 


out the other. Thus you may trace 
Ireland through the code, as you do a 
wounded man in a crowd by his blood. 


While this 1s the ſtate of the com- 
mercial intercourſe between the two 
countries, 1t 1s to be remembered that 
no prohibitions exiſt in her trade, 
with other countries; and that by the 
free trade Ireland has lately obtained, 
her commerce has no other reſtraints 

| than 


TR) 
than what are preſcribed by the waves, 
and by the winds. | 


If the Iriſh counteract this ſyſtem of 
prohibition, either by ſimilar duties, 
which they call protecting duties; or by 
voluntary general non-importation a- 
greements, our commercial intercourſe 
will ceaſe: the intercourſe with other 
nations is ſtill open to her: the ſtrange 
bigotry which prevails in that country, 
and the unhappy ſpirit of intolerance, 
has driven numbers of her inhabitants 
to ſeek an aſylum in foreign countries. 
Neceflity has begot induſtry : ſome of 
the firſt commercial houſes at Oſtend, 
at Bourdeaux, at Cadiz, have Iriſh 
names in their firms. With thoſe they 
may form a beneficial trade, Mercan- 
tile connections lead to political ; and 
political connections, to alienation 


from this country, 
In 
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In this ſituation, the preſent mini- 
ſter has adopted the juſt ſyſtem of equa- 
lizing the duties upon the trade of theſe 
iſlands, to blend their commercial in- 
tereſts, and fortify their union by the 

ties of mutual advantage and recipro- 
city: a ſyſtem which will be thwarted 
by party diviſions ; the turbulency of 


_ diſappointed ambition, and the natural 


diſtruſt and jealouſy of trade; a ſyſtem 


embarraſſed by various and jarring in- 


tereſts, which, however, it is to be hop- 
ed will ſooner or later take place, as it 
is founded upon equity and juſtice. 


But if it “ ald miſcarry through 


a jealouſy of the communication of 


theſe privileges; if the chimera of be- 
ing underſold by the unſkilled in arts; 


and as yet unconverſant in manufac- 
tures, by thoſe who want capitals and 
enter- 


„ 


enterprize, and are unacquainted with 
the myſteries of trade: if through theſe 
conſiderations, this ſcheme ſhould fail, 
it does not require much ſagacity to 
foretell, that the continuance of theſe 
_ prohibitions will operate as the prohi- 
bition of the Iriſh live cattle, when the 
importation of them was declared a 
nuiſance in the days of the Second 
Charles, which drove them into the 
beef trade, and ſerve principally to en- 
rich one, inſtead of enriching both 
countries. 


It has been juſtly obſerved, that if 
Ireland 1s adnutted to a participation 
of trade and commerce, ſhe ought to 
contribute her juſt quota and adequate 
proportion to the ſupport and defence 
of the Britiſh Empire. A poſition the 
juſtice of which cannot be denied; but 

| the 
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the author of theſe conſiderations ne- 
ver having had the honour of ſitting in 
the Houſe of Commons of either king- | 
dom, would wiſh to avoid entering in- 
to a queſtion of finance ; what that 


quota of contribution ſhall be, or what 


arrangements {hall take take place, 


muſt be left to thoſe whoſe ſituations 


qualify them to form a judgment, from 
her revenues, and fiſcal ability. _ 


The idea of furniſhing a naval de- 


fence for the protection of her trade, 
ſeems to be the moſt uſeful appropri- 


ation of her abundant revenue, if it 
ſhould through theſe advantages ſur- 
paſs her domeſtick expence, an ar- 
rangement juſtified by the naval de- 
fence which belonged to her at an early 
period ; and by thoſe frigates which 
were ſupported by the Iriſh eſtabliſh- 

1 ment 


("#779 


ment in Lord Strafford's days; an ar- 
rangement which the curious in the 
annals of Ireland will find in the letters 
of that deſpotick, but able Viceroy. 


Such have been the prejudices which 
have obtained againſt the enlarge- 
ment of the Iriſh trade fince the re- 
ſtoration ; ſo many are the objections 
which operate againſt it, at the preſent 
period, that it would lead to a wide 
field of diſcuſſion, and to a talk of re- 
futation to which the author finds 
himſelf unequal. 


One circumſtance he cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that many of theſe fatal conſe- 
quences were dreaded upon the free- 
dom of trade, and independance of le- 
giſlature, which ſhe obtained in 1780. 
No inconvenience, nor no competition 


have 


(08 
„ have aroſe from thence; and the fears 


of the preſent moment may be as ill 
founded, and as chimerical. 


5 It is however juſt to obſerve, that 

| matters of this importance, and ar- „4 
rangements of this extent, cannot be 
the production of a moment; the great 
man who is at the helm, deſerves much 

commendation for his caution, delay, 
and circumſpection. By theſe means, 
objections which precede his plans, 
may be removed, which would be dif- 
ficult to remedy at an after period. 


The complaints of the Weſt-India 
merchants, and their fears of the ſmug- 
gling of foreign ſugars into England 
through Ireland, may ſurely be remov- 
ed by the adoption and efficacious exe- 


cution of the Engliſh regulations againſt 
the 
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the ſmuggler. If the edict of the 
French King againſt the freightage of 
the French ſugars in foreign bottoms, 
and the conſideration which is clearly 
proved in a late pamphlet, that Ireland 
did not import in the two laſt years 


A ſufficient quantity of ſugars for her 


_ own conſumption ; but that nearly one 
half of her demand was imported from 
England, be not ſufficient. 


Since the report from the Privy- 
Council has been publiſhed, a moſt re- 
ſpectable body of men, ſince upon 
them the intereſts of learning and 
| ſcience depend; intereſts which in a 
country like this, ſhould be paramount 
to every other; I mean that of the 
bookſellers, and their repreſentation 
about the copy rights, demand pe- 


culiar attention, 
E If 
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If there is any ſpecies of property 
which demands particular attention, it 
is the property which a man has in the 
production of his thoughts, and the 
emanation of his mind, every body 
knows, that this property is ſecured 
to authors, or their aſſignees, for four- 
teen years, by the law of the land. 


This favourable proviſion for au- 
thoyrs, is as yet unknown in Ireland; 
but it is humbly apprehended, that the 
adoption of the 8th of Queen Anne, 
would be an advantage to Ireland; and 
if a clauſe were ſuperadded, to allow 
proſecution in the Iriſh Courts, for 
printing books without licence, entered 


at Stationers Hall in London; with 


ſach proviſions for the ſtock actually 
on the hands of the Iriſh bookſellers, 


as the wiſdom of the legiſlature ſhall 


deviſe, 


( 


deviſe, it would prevent the ſale of theſe 
pirated editions, and remove the ob- 
jections of that reſpectable body of 
men. 


This great queſtion has ſo long oc- 
cupied the conſideration of parliamer t 
and ſuch have been the reſtrictions 
laid upon the Iriſh trade by Engliſh 
laws that it ſeems a rooted prejudice 
that the commercial advantages which 
they obtain, are a ſubtraction and 
drawback from the wealth of this 
country. 


But when we reflect on the great 
authorities which have delivered opt- 
nions on this ſubject, diametrically of - 
polite to what local intereſt and mono- 
Poly, have preſcribed, if what the beſt 
informed, and the greateſt luminaries 

W-4 of 
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of political ſcience have ſaid, may be 
deemed the ſenſe of the people : we 
ſhall be able to determine, whether the 
commercial reſtraints laid upon Ire- 
land in paſt times, were dictated by 
wiſdom ; and whether they were go- 
verned by the ſenſe, or the prejudice of 
this country in paſtrmes lu 129. 


The firſt regular ſettlement of Ire- 
land, was in the days of James the 
Firſt: thoſe who have read the reaſons 
why Ireland was never thoroughly ſub- 
dued, will find, that the Engliſh autho- 
rity did not extend far in that country 
till after Tyrone's rebellion. 


When the ſcheme of the Scotch co- 
lony was in contemplation, Lord Bacon 
in his advice to the king, expreſſes him- 
ſelf thus: „Next, as tothe liberties and 

fran 


(2 5 
franchiſes your Majeſty will be pleaſed 
to give them, when I ſpeak of libertys 
I do not mean libertys of juriſdiction 
as counties palatine or the like, but li- 
berties tending only to commodity, as 
liberty to tranſport their native com- 
modities upon free and eaſy terms to 
this and other countries which I would 
recommend to your Majeſty.“ 


Lord Strafford himſelf held the ſame 
principle in one of his diſpatches to 
ſecretary Coke, Next I ſend you the 
remonſtrances of the two - houſes of 
Parliament about the prohibition on 
the export of hydes, their reaſons are 
unanſwerable, for where the genera] 
trade of a country and their export is 
concerned, there I have ever been of 
opinion that the leſs, that you meddle 


the better.” | 
This 


3 


* a : > — Cm — pF Pans — — r — 2 — — = — - —— SS 
* — — a <A r Fr r N x] — — . -_ S -—_— _ —— — — > RW ” — — —— 
- 99 re 2 ons r — * 27 — - — — — — — 1 "re. = — — — — —  ——— — — - 
© K _ —— x DER TR nt Laos bat _ ——— — 2 ——— — r — — W EIT YE 1 
— * — — — - — — 1 * — 2 Vs ee — — — K — — - - —— - — —— th 06s 


( 34 ) 

This was Lord Strafford's opinon, 
arbitary in other reſpects, his notions 
about trade, were juſt and liberal, and 
he was too wiſe not to know that a 


partial and reſtrained trade, is no trade ; 
for trade ſickens at controul, and dies 


upon reſtraint, and upon prohibition. 


It was upon the ſame liberal plan 
that a man of a very different party, 
and principle, I mean Oliver Crom- 
well, extended the benefits of the act 
of navigation to Ireland (of which 1 
ſhall ſpeak more fully hereafter) and 
the advantages of a common participa- 
tion of trade to the colonies, 


After the reſtoration a moſt unrea 


ſonable jealouſy took place about Ire- 
land—the 12th of Ch. 2. c. 18, re- 
ſtraing the mariners to two thirds En- 


gliſh 


1 
gliſb—and the explanation of the act 
of navigation df the 14th of Ch. II, for- 
bidding the tranſport of the colonial 
trade to Ireland, or Scotland, with an 
exception only as to the export from 
them, of proviſions to the colonies. 


This jealouſy was partly cauſed by 
the envy of the great merit, and riches 
of the Duke of Ormond, to this was 
owing the prohibition of the import of 
Iriſh cattle, as a nuiſance; but even at 
that period Sir Joſiah Child in his 
elements of trade-—and Sir William 
Temple in his letter to Lord Eſſex la- 
ment the poverty, and reprobate the 
ſyſtem which took place in regard to 
Ireland. 


It is true that after the revolution 
the idea of a competition between 


England 


6 36 1 
England and Ireland, prevailed gener- 
mo ally in this country, this appears in the 
iN writings of Dr. Davenent, and though 
, he adviſes every indulgence to the trade 
of Ireland, yet he wiſhes it to be re- 
ſtrained in theſe particulars, where the 
cheapneſs of living might enable them 
to underſell Great Britain in material 
concerns. -: 
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There is however a very able refuta- 
tion of theſe doctrines of Dr. Davenant, 
by a learned and ingenious dignitary 
of the church*, he has put the queſtion 
abſtractedly, whether, a poor country 
can underſell a rich one, and he has 
decided not only from reaſoning on the 
ſuperior ſcience and expertneſs of the 
richer ſtate, but what is more from 
fact and experience, that they cannot. 


— The caſe which he mentions is that 
| of 


* Dean Tucker 


CF 

of Sweden, where though the barr iron 
1s brought from thence to England, 
though it pays a duty in a raw un- 
manufactured ſtate at its entrance, 
though it is carried to the inland 
counties and when manufactured there, 
pays a duty upon export, yet the 
Swedes have in vain ſet up founderys 
and Iron works to rival England. Such 
are the advantages that ſuperior ſcience 
and wealth give England over her, tho 
Sweden 18 perhaps one of the pooreſt 
countries in Europe, as may be col- 
lected from one circumſtance, that 
travelling in that country does not ex- 
ceed one penny per mile. 


A jealouſy ſeems to pervade, a very 
numerous body of merchants who have 
lately met relative to the effects which 
opening the Iriſh trade to this country 

* may 
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may have upon foreign negociations. 
But upon a repreſentation which was 
made to this country from Ireland, re- 
lative to the eſtabliſhment of the 
hempen and fail cloth manufactories, 
in 1703, and alſo about the agreement 
in 1698, between the two countries 
about the linnen and hempen manufac- 
tures, which was neyer adhered to 
by England. Similar repreſentations 
were made by the Hamburgh mer- 
chants to the houſe of Lords* but the 
venerable and revered name of Lord 
Somers appears againſt their opinions, 
and thoſe arguments of injuring the 
trade of England with Ruſſia and other 
countries, were overuled in the report, 
which was drawn up by him upon 
that occaſion, as it appears upon the 
journals of the Houſe of Lords. 


Lords Journals, 1704 ö 


Sir 


( 


Sir Matthew Decker who wrote in 
later days ſpeaks more ſtrongly in favor 
of Ireland; and conſiders the reſtraints 
upon her trade as beneficial to the na- 
tural enemies of England, and that 
the prohibition to export their woollen 
goods was an obligation upon them, 
to ſmuggle raw wool to the French 
coaſts at all hazard, and ſupply them 
with that neceſſary material, to the 
infinite miſchief and detriment of the 
Engliſh trade. 


And it is well known and remember- 
ed by many, that Sir John Bernard 
the great oracle of trade, and member 
for the city of London, conſtantly ex- 
preſſed himſelf to the ſame effect in the 
days of Sir R. Walpole, and conſider- 


ed all reſtraints upon the trade of Ire- 
land, 


( 400 
land, as eminently detrimental to Eng- 
land, 


Many of theſe authorities apply more 
to the general queſtion which 1s paſt 
of the freedom of the Iriſh trade, than 
to the queſtion of the moment, but Mr. 
Poſtlethwaite in his commercial dicti- 
onary, conſiders every reſtraint upon 
the trade of Ireland, as a drawback 
from the wealth of England, and that 
while England and her metropolis con- 
tinue the emporium of the empire, the 
ſeat of the arts, of pleaſure and pre- 
ferment, all the weaich of Ireland after 
_ circulating through that country, muſt 
terminate here at laſt, as the blood 
after circulating through the limbs 
terminates at laſt and returns to the 
heart in the human body, 


At 


46 


At the period of the union the ſame 
jealouſy of a competition prevailed with 
regard to the Scotch, which now pre- 
vails with regard to the Iriſh; and in 
the year 1780, many were the jealouſies 
about the Iriſh trade, but neither; have 
been juſtified in the ſlighteſt degree; 
certain it is, whether owing to the 
want of capitals, to experience, to 
induſtry, or enterprize, the crowd- 
ing her manufactures into the capital, 
where labour is dear. Ireland has not 
availed herſelf of her advantages. The 
ventures made to America have ex- 
cited much complaint of the ſlowneſs 
of the returns; nations that have been 
recently emancipated, require time to re- 
cover the uſe of their faculties, and like 
the antient ſage when the his fetters 
were ſtruck off rather incline to ſpecu- 
late and allegorize upon the pain of their 


paſt 
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paſt, and the pleaſure of their preſent 


ſituation, than to make uſe of their fa- 
culties, and turn them to advantage. 


Of the writers who have appeared 
upon this ſubject, one noble Lord 


(Lord Sheffield) deſerves particular at- 


tention. Candor and truth muſt pay 
a due tribute to the materials which he 
has fo laboriouſly and induſtriouſſy 
collected. Sorry at the ſame time to 
expreſs a doubt, that his pamphlets 
about America, has introduced meaſures 
which are moſt unſatisfactory to the 
people of that country, and which pre- 
vent a diſpoſition to returning regard 
and reconciliation. 


The noble Lord expreſſes the greateſt 
veneration for the act of navigation as 


confined 


TW 3 


confined to this country, and which he 
would not have extended to Ireland. 


I agree with him in the regard for 
that palladium of the wealth and com- 
merce of England as it or:grna/lly ſtood, 
not ſuch as it now appears upon the 
code, but as it was originally framed. 


An idea has been thrown out in an 
able pamphlet, that the firſt act, the 
act of the 12th of Charles the ſecond, | 
emphatically called the act of naviga- 
tion, extended its privileges to Ireland; 
but it muſt be remembered, that three 
fourths of the mariners on board muſt 
be Engliſb, according to that act of 
parliament, and the act of the 14th of 
Charles II. c. 11. and other ſubſequent 
acts, lay many more prohibitions upon 
trade with regard to Ireland. 

55 The 
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The act, however, which J allude 
to, is the act of navigation, which was 
brought forward in the days of Oliver 
Cromwell. This act extends to Ire- 
land by name, „and to all the ſub- 
jects of the common-wealth.” This is 
indeed an act of navigation, the defini- 
tion of which ſhould juſtly be an a& to 
confine the colonial trade of the empire 
to its ſubjects; but the explanations 
introduced after the reſtoration are laws 
of monopoly, prejudice, and excluſion. 


But this leads me to ſay a word 
upon the ſubject, and to touch upon 
an arduous diſcuſſion, the hiſtory of 
the navigation laws. 


It is to be lamented, that a moſt 


able pamphlet, which appeared in 
1759, upon the great queſtion which 
gs aroſe 
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aroſe about the conſtruction of the 
treaty in 1674 between England and 
Holland, is now out of print ; every 
thing relating to navigation laws 1s 
there treated with the greateſt perſpi- 
cuity, and wonderful labour and re- 
ſearch. The ſuppoſed author is ſo de- 
ſervedly and highly eſteemed, and his 
abilities ſo well known as to render 
any elogium ſuperfluous, 


The iflands of Barbadoes, Bermudas, 
Antigua, &c. continuing to reſiſt the 
power of Oliver Cromwell, and the 
new eſtabliſhment, were the cauſe of 
an act to reſtrain the commerce of thoſe 
iſlands to the {ſhipping of the common- 
wealth. This had a view particularly 
to the Dutch, who were aſpiring to be 
the general carriers of the world, and 
contains in it the rudiments of the act 


G . 


4 
of navigation: This took place in 
1650. 


The act, which paſled the following 
year 1651, every body knows was the 
cauſe of the Dutch war, and reſtrains 
the colonial trade to the ſhipping of 
the Britiſh empire. 


But what is remarkable, it extends 
the privileges of the navigation law to 
Ireland by name, and under the gene- 
ral deſcription © of the ſubjects of this 
common-wealth, and her poſſeſſions.” 
Theſe acts are added in the appendix, 
as they are materially different from 
thoſe which appear upon the ſtatute 
book, and are taken out of a book 
which 1s likely to lie upon the ſhelf, 
though printed by the Uſurper's Prin- 
ter, namely, Scobell's collection. 


From 
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From this circumſtance it is proved 
irrefragably and beyond doubt, that if 
the propoſed ſcheme ſhould take place, 
it would be ſo far from affecting the 
original intention of the act of naviga- 
tion, that it would perfectly coincide, 
and correſpond with that venerable 
palladium of Engliſh wealth, and Eng- 


liſh commeree. 


The manner in which the ſcheme has 
originated in the Iriſh parliament, and 
the reception it met with, the miniſte- 
rial mode of bringing it forward, and 
the manezuvres that have taken place, 
are matters infinitely above the com- 
prehenſion of the author of theſe re- 
flections. 


G 2 Too 
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Too humble to be flattered by their 
confidence — too much perſecuted in 
this country to be honoured by their 
regard—it would be equally wrong, 

and equally preſumptuous in him to 
juſtify, or ro praiſe the miniſterial ar- 
rangements upon this occaſion, 


The eſſence and ſubſtance of the 
equalizing ſcheme 1s to be regarded, 
not the form and ceremonial of its in- 
troduciion , but if it ſhould be deemed 
inadmiſſible in its preſent ſtate if mu- 
tual retractions and conceſſions are ne- 
ceſlary,—if every man agrees that ſome- 
thing ſhould be done to promote com- 
mercial intercourſe between the two 
countries—though they differ in the 
form—if jarring intereſts, or factious 
miſrepreſentations, render the preſent 
propoſitions impracticable—the early 

annals 
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annals of the Iriſh Parliament point 
out a method, by which ſubje&s of as 
great import as the preſent have been 
carried through, namely, that of ap- 
pointing Commiſſioners from the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland to confer 
with an equal number here—beſide the 
preſent advantage, future periods might 
reap the benefit of a ſyſtem of concilia- 
tion, the form of which might be re- 
peated and obſerved, when the ſame 
difficulties aroſe, and when mutual 
conceſſions were neceſſary. 


Numerous are the inſtances which 
occur 1n the early annals of Parliament 
in Ireland, of difficulties which have 
been adjuſted, by appointing Commiſ- 
ſioners from thence; not only during 
the troubleſome periods of the reign of 
Charles the Firſt, and of the Protec- 

torate 
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torate, but after the reſtoration, and 
the advantages which occur of dif- 
cufions of intricate matters before a ſe- 
lect and confined body, over that of 
debates in large and popular aſſem- 
blies, are too evident to dwell upon. 


Many arguments are thrown out in 
daily publications, againſt giving thoſe 
advantages to Ireland, at a time when 
ſhe has relinquiſhed her ſubordination 
to the ſupremacy of the Engliſh Par- 
liament ; but let it be remembered, that 


it is by a ſimilarity of laws and conſti- 
tution, and by a reciprocity of advan-. 


tage, that Ireland alone can be preſerv- 
ed to this country. 


The happy meaſure of the ex- 
tenſion of the privileges of trade to 
Ireland, was' productive of the moſt 

beneficial 
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beneficial conſequences in the protec= 
torate; it was by theſe antecedent be- 
nefits that Cromwell was enabled to 
unite the three kingdoms in one Par- 
liament, to which Ireland and Scotland 
deputed each of them thirty repreſen- 
tatives; a meaſure which in the pre- 
ſent times, however impracticable it 
may be, is certainly the wiſh of ſome 
enlightened and well informed men, 
was effected by him without trouble or 
difficulty, by the conciliatory method of 
mutual privileges and common ad- 
vantages. 


In the preſent ftuation of England; 
and after the ruinous debt which has 


been entailed upon her, and the millions 


that have been expended in the American 
ſade, it would be unreaſonable to give 
any advantage to Ireland, if it were a 

ſubtraction 
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ſubtraction from the trade or riches of 
England; but that remains to be 
proved; and 1t would be the heighth 
of political folly to ſuppoſe, that what 
is to be given to Ireland, will be a 
drawback from the wealth of England; 
merely becauſe the ambition of ſome, 
the local intereſts of others, or the de- 
ſigns of a party, who wiſh only to poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of power, and of office, 
and to play the old game of ouſting 
miniſters by popular clamour, have 
pronounced it, or to miſtake the cry of 
faction for the voice of the people. 


In nations which have exiſted for 
a length of time, like towns that have 
been long built, regularity of ſyſtem 
in commerce, legiſlation or building 
is rarely to be found — however, every 
attempt to bring about regularity of 

| ſyſtem 


3 
ſyſtem is to be wiſhed for, and every 
attempt to approximate the truth; 
though it cannot be attained, is 
praiſe worthy. 


An equality of weights and mea- 
ſares is an article of the great Charter 
—in the material articles of life all 
over England, and yet perhaps, if it 
were attempted now, however, deſire- 
able it might be when conſidered in 
the abſtract, ſuch inequalities have 
obtained by length of time, and de- 
viation from the original intention, 
that it would meet with the greateſt 
difficulties ; and yet the meaſure muſt 
be acknowledged to be deſireable if it 
could be attained. 


It has been ſuppoſed, that notwith- 
ſtanding it appears at firſt view a vaſt 
H and 
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and mighty advantage for Ireland 
to participate in all the benefits of 
_ Engliſh commerce, yet ſhe will not 
moſt probably at leaſt for ſome time, 
profit materially, by them; but this does 
not leſſen the value of the donation, 
on the fide of England, for if ſhe 
gives her the power and capacity of 
enriching herſelf by trade, and if in- 
dolence or an innate vis inertiæ in 
her inhabitants, ſhould prevent her 
from making uſe of thoſe advantages, 
the fault will be on her ſide, and ſhe 
will have no one to blame but her- 


ſelf. 


Probably it will not have the im- 
mediate operation that is conjectured, 
it will take ſome time before ſhe diſ- 
covers her vantage ground, and if 
we may reaſon from what has hap- 

| pened 


(9 ] 
pened ſince the free trade, her com- 


mercial progreſs will be retarded and 
gradual. 


It is not likely however, that Ire- 
land by any poſſible event, or any 
ſuppoſed advantage, can be the rival 
of England in riches or trade, —ſince 
there is a conſtant progreſſion in 
human affairs, and nations that have 
' ſurpaſſed others in the conteſt of trade 
and commerce, will probably continue 
the ſame advantageous progreſſion and 
leave others behind them, with the ſame | 
proportionable diſtance between them. 


Before I conclude, I ſhall mention 
acircumſtance, which at preſent engages 
the contemplation of a great and power- 
ful nation, the neighbour and the rival 
of England; a queſtion ſimilar to that 
which at preſent engages the publick 
mind, and which indents in many cir- 
A 2 cum 
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cumſtances with the queſtion of equa- 
lizing the duties between Great Britain 
and Ireland ; a queſtion which for more 
than a century paſt has occupied the 
counſels of that country : and has late- 
ly been revived by a production which 
does honor to the age, and to the na- 
tion; I mean an equalization of the 
interior duties in the different provinces 
of France. | 


This inequality of impoſts aroſe at 
ſo early a period as the reign of King 
John of France; ſome of the provinces 
not complying with his demands, and re. 
monſtrating againſt the exceſſive levies 
which he was obliged to make; were 
declared by him, /es provinces etrangeres, 
and heavier duties were laid upon ex- 

ports 
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ports to them from provinces that were 
more favourable to his views. 


From this, various inequalities aroſe 
in the duties, in different provinces, to 
the general detriment of trade, and in- 
convience to the whole kingdom, 


It was a favourite object of Louis 
XIVth. and was proſecuted under the 
Adminiſtration of Colbert,- to create a 
general Tarift for the whole kingdom, 
and to ſubjectthe merchandizes of France 
to duties only upon their export from 
the frontiers and ſeaports, but to leave 
the interior provinces either free from 
impoſts, or to reduce them to the ſtand- 
ard of equality. | 


Such, 


1 

Such, however, were the difficulties 
attending this meaſure, that Colbert 
ſucceeded only in three provinces, the 
reſt remained ſubject to the motly 
ſyſtem of taxes upon interior commu- 
nication, which had been produced by 
chance or by the caprice of a tyrant. 


This meaſure was afterwards re- 
newed ſoon after the Adminiſtration 
of Cardinal F leury ; but it was found 
fo difficult to adjuſt the different 
quotas of contribution, and particularly 
to find the true level and juſt equali- 
zation of the gabelle, or duty upon ſalt, 
which conſtitutes ſo material an article 
of the French finances; ſuch were the 
jarring intereſts that it was neceſſary 
to reconcile, and fo ſtrong were the 

remonſtrances of the parliament of 
| Brittany 
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Brittany in particular, that it was neg 


ceſſary to be relinquiſhed, 


In Mr. Neckar's incomparable trea- 
tiſe upon the French finances, this ſub- 
ject is revived, and recommended with 
all the -powers of reaſon and elo- 
quence. 


Thus, what in the earlier days of 
this country, was recommended by a 
Bacon, laboured in another by a Col- 
bert, and recommended by a Neckar, 
and actually carried into execution in 
this by Cromwell, namely an exten- 
ſion of the benefits of trade to the com- 
ponent parts of the empire under a juſt 
and equal ſyſtem of duties, is propoſed 
by the preſent plan. 


I have 


66% 


1 have already ſaid that I have no 
reaſon to be the friend of adminiſtra- 
tion, but the mind ſhould not be 
warped by perſonal ſlights, or perſonal 
conſiderations, in reflections upon mea- 
ſures of publick and general welfare, 
and in the contemplation of truth. 


What has been found difficult in 
France, what the power of a deſpotick 
Prince could not effect, a ſyſtem founded 
in reciprocal advantage, and common 
welfare, may it is to be hoped be ef- 
fected by the milder and more amiable, 
though not leſs powerful and efficaci- 
ous deſpotiſm of reaſon, common ad- 
vantage, mutual neceſſity, reciprocal 
benefit, and the general welfare of the 
Britiſh Empire. 


The 


„ 

The equalization of the duties upon 
trade between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, it is hoped, will ſecure the ties 
between the two countries, and render 
their attachment indiſſoluble. It will 
give common ſtrength to the the em- 
pire, particular advantage to the com- 
ponent parts. An untried and fallow 
country, has unknown reſources. The 
population of countries increaſe in 
proportion to the ſoundneſs of their 
policy and the wiſdom of their laws, 
and wherever the inlet may be, while a 
common fund of wealth circulates 
through the two kingdoms, the general 
| maſs of riches in the Empire will be 
increaſed. 


It is alone by the mildneſs of govern- 


ment and beneficence of rule, that di- 
1 divided 
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vided parts of an Empire are rivetted 
to each other. 


The power of Rome was preſerved 
over a vaſt Empire by a common par- 
ticipation of benefits ; and till the late 
fatal American war, the mild and hap- 
py genius of England led her to this 
juſt and equitable ſyſtem of government 
over that extenſive continent. A go- 
vernment like the law of gravitation in 
the ſyſtem of the univerſe, powerful 
and efficacious in proportion to the 
R . | 


The evidence of the body of Engliſh 
merchants, has been attempted to be 
garbelled to anſwer the purpoſes of 


party, but their teſtimony upon this 
occaſion, upon the whole contradicts 
the aſſertion that the ſyſtem of the 

com- 


66 


commercial world was a ſpirit of mo- 


nopoly, and of engroſſing all advan- 
tages to themſelves. 


Their language is, that they do not 
deſire to deprive the Iriſn of the ad- 
vantages which Providence has given 
them, nor of the common right of mak- 
ing the moſt of their own materials. 


The tenor of their conduct proves, 
that they do not ſeek for advantage in 
the reſtraints and prohibitions of any 
deſcription of their fellow ſubjects. 


Their teſtimony upon this occaſion 


proves, that they expect preference and 
pre- emption from the ſuperior ſkill of 


their workmen, and the ſuperior value 
of their merchandizes. 


As 


6 


As their acquieſcence in the Iriſh 
free trade in 1780, proved that they 
did not think it was neceſſary, that 
one nation ſhould be impoveriſhed 
that another might continue rich, but 
that each country might thrive with- 
out prejudice to the other, and that the 
market of the univerſe was wide 
enough for both kingdoms. 
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From SCOBELL's STartvurTEs, 
Page 132. Anno 1650. 


CAP. 28. * 


Trade with the Barbada's, Mt os Bermuda's, 
and Antego, Prohibited, 


WW HEREAS in Virginia, and in the iſlands 
of Barbada's, Antego, St. Chriſtophers, 
Mevias, Mounſirat, Bermuda's, and divers other 
iſlands and places in America, there hath been 
and are colonies and plantations, which were 
planted at the coſt, and ſettled by the people, and 
by authority of this nation, which are and ought 
to be ſubordinate to, and dependent upon Eng- 
land; and hath ever ſince the planting thereof 
been, and ought to be ſubject to ſuch laws, or- 
ders and regulations as are or ſhall be made by 
the parliament of England; and whereas divers 
acts of rebellion have been committed by many 
perſons inhabiting in Barbada's, Antego, Bermu- 
da's and Virginia, whereby they have moſt traiter- 
ouſly, by force and ſubtilty, uſurped a power of 
government, and ſeized the ſtates of many well- 
affected perſons into their hands, and baniſhed 


* Blackſtone, vol. x, p. 418. 
7 others 


Sr 2 co 
- 4 = OS on. oo =. — 


—— 


Z 
x. * 
2 
* 


— 


— 2 4 2 
2 - 2 >. S . 2s — 
n — ©. 
- — 2 


— 


5 - — _ 2 22 
5 — — ——— << -- - - — 
- — — — GEASS ors og GS — — — 7 — - — 


i oe: = 


——— —ä 


6+ 
+1 4 
4 $1} 
" 
* 
i 
* 
5 
Y 
© 
15 
8 
wif 
45 
* 1 
11 
11 
0 
40 
: 1 
4; 
dis 
N. 
1. 
las 
4 #} 
MN! 
. 75 
14; 
a” | 
#2] 
it 
2 0 
# 
ot 


— 
— —O—— — 


2 ” 
> 
— 


- S— r - 
. 
r 


— 4 


22 N "x . F 
3 
—.— 


— 
2 


_— 


* 


+ Saas 
as”. x + 
— SAS 


8 
To 
—- 


— 


=> 


_ 


N D* 
p 2 1 
* — wn 


„ b 


others, and have ſet up themſelves in oppoſition 
to, and diſtinct from this ſtate and commonwealth, 
many of the chief actors in, and promoters of 
theſe rebellions, having been tranſported and car- 
ried over to the ſaid plantations in foreign ſhips, 
without leave, licence or conſent of the Parlia- 
ment of England; the Parliament of England 
taking the premiſes into conſideration, and find- 
ing themſelves obliged to uſe all ſpeedy, lawful 
and juſt means for the ſuppreſſion of the ſaid re- 
bellion in the ſaid plantations, and reducing the 
ſame to fidelity and due obedience, fo as all peace- 
able and well- affected peole, who have been rob- 
bed, ſpoiled, impriſoned or baniſhed through the 


ſaid treaſonable practices, may be reſtored to the 


freedom of their perſons, and poſleſſion of their 
own lands and goods, and due puniſhment in- 
flicted upon the ſaid delinquents, do declare all 
and every the ſaid perſons in Barbadoes, Antego, 
Bermudas, and Virginia, that have contrived, 
abetted, aided or alnilted thoſe horrid rebellions, 
or have ſince willingly joined with them, to be 
notorious robbers and traitors, and ſuch as by 
the law of nations are not to be permitted any 
manner of commerce or trafic with any people 
whatſoever ; and do forbid to all manner of per- 
ſons, foreigners and and others, all manner of 
commerce, trafic and correſpondency whatſoever, 
to be uſed or held with the ſaid rebels in the Barba- 
da's, Bermuda's, Virginia and Antego, or either 

of them. 1 
And be it enacted by this preſent Parliament, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That after due 
publication of this act made, to the end that none 
may juſtly pretend ignorance, it ſhall and may 
be lawful to any the fleet or ſhips ſent forth or 
employed 


* 
employed by the Parliament, or any private men 
of war or ſhips to be llowed or approved in that 
behalf by the immediate power of Parliament, or 
the council of ſtate eſtabliſhed by Parliament, to 
ſeize, ſurprize and take all and all manner of 
ſhips, veſſels and goods, of what nature or kind 
ſioever, belonging to all perſons whatfoever, whe- 
ther foreigners or others, or of what nation ſoever, 
that ſhall be found or met withall, trading or go- 
ing to trade, or coming from trading with the 
ſaid rebels, or in or at the ſaid iſland of Barba- 
does, Bermudas, Virginia, or Antego aforeſaid, 
or any part or parts thereof, or that ſhall hold any 
correſpondence with the ſaid rebels, or yield them 
any afliftance or relief for the ſupporting their 
ſaid rebellion : and the ſame ſhips and goods ſo 
ſurpriſed, to ſend in to be proceeded againſt in the 
Court of Admiralty by virtue of this act; and the 
Judges of that court Nelles the ſame to be with- 


in the tenor and true meaning of this act, ad- 


judge the ſame to be well taken, and to be good 
and lawful prize. 

And for the better information of the ſaid 
court, and to the end the proceedings therein may 
be acted and done according to the rules of law 
and juſtice, and that nothing irregular may there- 
in, or by the takers, be acted or committed, Be 
it further enacted, That none of the goods nor 
tackle, apparel or furniture of the ſaid ſhips ſo to 
be ſurpriſed by virtue of this act, ſhall be em- 
bezzled or purloined, but ſhall be preſerved ſafe 
and entire till judgment be firſt given in the ſaid 
Court of Admiralty, or other order or d-cree there 
made thereupon : and that all the coinmiſſions, 
conſignments, bills of lading, cockcts, letters, 
and all other inſtruments and writings wnatſo-ver, 
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that ſhall be found on board the ſaid ſhips and 
veſſels, ſhall be duly ſent up to the ſaid Court of 
Admiralty : and that alſo two or three of the of- 
ficers or principal perſons of, or found in every 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel, ſhall either be brought up to 
be examined upon oath in the ſaid court, as well 
touching the ſaid writings found in the ſaid ſhip, 
and the proprietors, owners and maſters of the 
ſame ſhips, and the goods therein, and the places 
from whence they come, and to whom conſigned, 
and whether bound, and ſuch other queſtions and 
interrogatories as in each partitular caſe ſhall be 
found meet; or otherwiſe, in caſe they cannot 
with conveniency he ſent up, that then they be ſo 
examined duly upon oath, before the chief officer 
of ſome port in England, or the next juſtice of 


the peace, concerning the premiſes before recited; 


and their examinations, together with all the writ- 
ings found on board the ſaid ſhips or veſſels, to be 
duly tranſmitted to the ſaid court; and the judges 
of the ſaid court thereupon, and upon ſuch other 
proofs and evidences as ſhall be duly made, or ex- 
hibited before them, ſhall proceed to judgment, 


and give definitive ſentence by virtue of this act, 


according as the nature of the fact ſhall be proved 
before them, and according to the rules and grounds 
of juſtice : and if judgment ſhall be given for the 
ſame to be lawful prize, then it ſhall be diſpoſed 
in ſuch ſort and manner as 1s in this preſent act 
afterwards limited and appointed. 

And to prevent for the time to come, and to 
hinder the carrying over of any ſuch perſons as 
are enemies to this commonwealth, or that may 
prove dangerous to any of the Engliſh plantations 
in America, the Parliament doth forbid and pro- 
hibit all ſhips of any foreign nation whatſoever, 

to 


1 


to come to, or trade in, or traffie with any of the 


Engliſh plantations in America, or any iſlands, 
ports or places thereof, which are planted by, and 
in poſſeſſion of the people of this commonwealth, 
without licence firſt had and obtained from the 
Parliament or Council of State. | 
And be it further enacted, ordained and declar- 
ed by the authority aforeſaid, That from and after 
the twentieth day of November, 1650, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for any ſhip or ſhips ſent forth 
by the parliament, or allowed of by the Parlia- 
ment or Council of State, to ſeize, take and 
ſurpriſe any ſhip or ſhips of any foreign na- 
tion wha:ſoever, that ſhall be outward bound to 
any of the ſaid plantations, ports or places, with- 
out ſuch licence as aforeſaid, and from and after 


the firſt of January, 1650, It ſhall and may be 


lawful for ſuch ſhips ſent forth and allowed as a- 
ſoreſaid, to ſeize, take, and ſurpriſe any foreign 
ſhips that ſhall be found trading at any of the 
_ plantations, iſlands and places Are, with- 
out ſuch licence as aforeſaid; and from and after 
the 20th day of March, 1650, it ſhall and may 
be lawful for any of the Parliament's ſhips, 
or private men of war, allowed of by the Parlia- 
ment or Council of State for the time being, to 
. ſeize, take and ſurprize any ſhip or ſhips that are 
coming from, or have traded at any of the plan- 
tations as aforeſaid, without ſuch licence as afore- 
ſaid: and. all ſuch ſhips ſo taken, with all goods, 
tackle, apparel and furniture, to ſend into ſome 
port of this commonwealth, to be proceeded againſt 
in the Court of Admiralty, as in this act is or- 
dered, limited and appointed in caſe of trading 
to Barbadoes, Antego, Bermudas, and Virginia, 
or any of them: all which prizes ſo to be _ 
| an 
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and adjudged by virtue of this act, ſhall be diſ- 
poſed of as followeth; that is to fay, of what 
ſhall be taken by the ſhips ſent forth by the Par- 
Jiament, two thirds thereof to be to the uſe of the 
Commonwealth, for the ſervice of the navy, as 
the Parliament ſhall direct: and one other third 
part to be to the commanders, officers and com- 
pany of thoſe ſhips by whom the ſame ſhall be 
taken reſpectively, according to the uſual rules of 
diviſion amongſt them: and for what ſhall be taken 
by private men of war allowed as aforeſaid, to be 
to the uſe of the owners or ſetters forth of the ſaid 
Ships, as they themfelves ſhall agree, one tenth 
part of the whole, heretofore allowable to the 
Lord Admiral, being firſt taken out, to be diſ- 
poſed by the Council of State, for ſuch uſes as 
the Parliament ſhall direct and appoint. 

Provided always, That if any prizes ſo taken, 
or any part thereof, ſhall appear, and be proved 
in the ſaid Court of Admiralty to be any ſhip or 
goods belonging to any of the well-afteQed and 
good people of this commonwealth, remaining 
and continuing under the obedience and protec- 
tion of the Parliament, and before taken or ſur- 
priſed from them by any enemy or rebel, or diſ- 
affected perſon, and afterwards again ſurpriſed 
and retaken by any of the fleet or ſhips employed 
in the ſervice of the Parliament, or any private 
man of war, allowed as aforeſaid, that then ſuch 
ſhips and goods, and cvery fuch part and parts 
belonging to the ſaid good people aforeſaid, ſhall 
be adjudged to be reſtored, and ſhall be by decree 
of the ſaid Court of Admiralty accordingly re- 
ſtored to ſuch former owner or owners, paying 
for and in lieu of ſalvage, only one eighth part 
of the true value thereof; unleſs ſuch ſhips fo 

retaken 


„„ 


retaken ſhall appear to have been after their tak- 


ing by the enemy, or rebels, or diſaffected, fur- 
niſhed and ſet forth by them as men of war on 


their bchalf: in which caſe the true and firſt 


owners to whom the ſame ſhall be reſtored, ſhall be 
adjudged to pay, and ſhall pay for ſalvage the full 
moyety of the true value of the ſaid ſhips ſo re- 
taken and reſtored. | _ 

Provided nevertheleſs, and it is further enact- 
ed, That the Council of State for the time being 
have hereby power to grant licence and leave to 


any of the ſhips of this nation to go to, and trade 


at Barbadoes, Antego, Bermudas, Virginia, or 
or any of them, without prejudice or damage, 
any thing in this act to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 5 
And it is further enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That the ſaid Council of State have hereby 
power and authority to ſend ſhips to any of the 
plantations aforeſaid, and to grant commiſſion or 
commiſſions to ſuch perſon or perſons as they ſhall 
think fit, with power to enforce all ſuch to obe- 
dience as do or ſhall ſtand in oppoſition to the 
Parliament or their authority; and to grant par- 
dons, and to ſettle governors in all or any the 
faid iſlands, plantations and places, and do to all 
juſt things, and uſe all lawful means to ſettle and 
preſerve them in peace and ſafety, until the par- 
liament ſhall take further or other order therein, 
any letters patents, or other authority formerly 
granted or given to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
And to the end that due intimation and publi- 
cation of this act may be made, and public no- 
tice thereof be taken, ſo that none may juſtly 


plead excuſe through ignorance of the ſame, Be 


it ordered and enacted, That this preſent a& ſhall 
| | be 
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be publiſhed by the Serjeant at Arms attending 
the Parliament, three ſeveral days upon the Ex- 
change, London, at the time of the concourſe of 


merchants thither. | 
Paſſed 3 October. 


n 
L CromwelPs Act of Navigation. ] 


CAP, 22. 
Goods from foreign Parts by whom to be imported, 
OR the increaſe of ſhipping and the encou- 


ragement of the navigation of this nation, 
which under the good providence and protection 


of God, is fo great a means of the welfare and 


fafety of this commonwealth; Be it enacted 
by this preſent Parliament, and the authority 
thereof, That from and after the 1ſt day of De- 
cember, 1651, and from thence forward, no goods 
or commodities whatſoever, of the growth, pro- 
duction or manufacture of Aſia, Africa, or America, 
or of any part thereof; or of any iſlands belong- 
to them, or any of them, or which are deſcribed 
or laid down in the uſual maps and cards of thoſe 
places, as well of the Engliſh plantations as others, 
ſhall be imported or brought into this Common- 
wealth of England, or into Ireland, or any other 


lands, iſlands, plantations or territories to this 


commonwealth belonging, or in their poſſeſſion, 


in any other ſhip or thips, veſſel or veſſels 


Blackſtone, vol. 1. p. 419. 
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whatſover, but only in ſuch as do truly and wlth- 
out fraud belong only to the people of this com- 
monwealth, or the plentations thereof, as the 
proprietors or right owners thereof; and whereof 
the maſter and marriners are alſo for the moſt part 
of them, of the people of this commanwealth, 
under the penalty of the forfeiture and loſs of all 
the goods that ſhall be imported contrary to this 
act; as alſo of the ſnip (with all her tackle, guns 
and apparel) in which the ſaid goods or commo- 
dities ſhall be ſo brought in and imported ; the 
one moyety to the uſe of the commonwealth, and 
the other moiety to the uſe and behoof of any 
perſon or perſons who ſhall ſeize the ſaid goods 
or commodities, and ſhall proſecute the ſame in 
any court of record within this commonwealth. 
And it is further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That no goods or commodities of the 
growth, production or manufacture of Europe, 
or of any part thereof, ſhall after the firſt day of 
December, 1651, be imported or brought into 
this commonwealth of England, or into Ireland, 
or any other lands, iſlands, plantations or terri- 
tories of this commonwealth belonging, or in 
their poſſeſſion, in any ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or 
veſſels whatſoever, but ſuch as do truly and with- 
out fraud belong only to the people of this com- 
monwealth, as the true owners and proprietors 
thereof, and in no other, except only ſuch foreign 
ſhips and veſſels as do truly and properly belong 
to the people of that country or place, of which 
the ſaid goods are the growth, production or ma- 
nufaQture ; or to ſuch ports where the ſaid goods 
can only be, or moſt uſually are firſt ſhipped for 
tranſportation ; and that under the ſame penalty 
pf forfeiture and loſs expreſſed in the former 


branch 


[- 23 


branch of this act, the ſaid forfeitures to be re- 
covered and employed as is therein expreſſed. 
And it is further enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, That no goods or commodities that are of 
foreign growth, production or manufacture, and 
which are to be brought into this commonwealth, 
in ſhipping belonging to the people thereof, ſhall 
be by them ſhipped or brought from any other 
Place or places, country or countries, but only 
from thoſe. of their ſaid growth, production or 
manufacture; or from thoſe ports where the ſaid 
goods and commodities can only, or are, or uſu- 
ally have been firſt ſhipped for tranſportation ;. 
and from none other places or countries, under 
the ſame penalty of forfeiture and loſs expreſſed 
in the firſt branch of this act, the ſaid forfeitures 
to be recovered and employed as is therein ex- 


_ - preſſed. 


And it is fuather enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, That no fort of cod-fiſh, ling, herring, pil- 
chard, or any other kind of ſalted fiſh; uſually 
fiſhed for Po caught by the people of this nation; 
nor any oil made, or that ſhall be made of any 
kind of fiſh whatſoever; nor any whale- fins, or 
whale- bones, ſhall from henceforth be imported 
into this commonwealth, or into Ireland, or any 
other lands, iflands, plantations, or territories 
thereto belonging, or in their poſſeſſion, but only 
ſuch as ſhall be caught in veſſels that do or fhall_ 
truly and properly belong-te the people of this 
nation, as proprietors and right owners thereof : 
and the ſaid fiſn to be cured, and the oil aforeſaid 
made by the people of this commonwealth, under 
the penalty and loſs expreſſed in the faid' firft 
branch of this preſent act; the ſaid forfeit to be 


recovered and employed as is there —_— g 
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And it is further enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That no fort of cod, ling, herring, pil- 
chard, or any other kind of ſalted fiſh whatſoever, 
which ſhall be caught and cured by the people of 
this commonwealth, ſhall be from and after the 
1ſt day of February, 1653, exported from any 
place or places belonging to this commonwealth, 
in any other ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or veſſels, ſave 
only in ſuch as do truly and properly appertain 
to the people of this commonwealth, as right 
owners; and whereof the maſter and mariners are 
for the moſt part of them Engliſh, under the pe- 
nalty and loſs expreſſed in the ſaid firſt branch of 
this preſent act; the ſaid forfeit to be recovered 
and employed as is there expreſſed. 

Provided always, That this act, nor any thing 
therein 8 extend not, or be meant to re- 
ſtrain the importation of any of the commodities 
of the Straights or Levant ſeas, laden in the ſhip- 
ping of this nation as aforeſaid, at the uſual ports 
or places for lading of them heretofore, within 
the ſaid Straights or Levant ſeas, though the ſaid 
commodities be not of the very growth of the ſaid 
places. Cy 

Provided alſo, That this act nor any thing 
therein contained, extend not, nor be meant to 
reſtrain the importing of any Eaſt-India commo- 
dities loaden in the ſhipping of this nation, at the 
uſual port or places for lading of them heretofore in 
any part of thoſe ſeas, to the ſouthward and eaſt- 
ward of Cabo Bona Eſperanza, although the ſaid 

rts be not the very places of their growth. 

Provided alfo, That it ſhall and may be law- 
ful to and for any of the people of this common- 
wealth, in veſſels or ſhips to them belonging, and 
whereof the maſter and mariners are of this nation 
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as aforeſaid, to load and bring in from any of the 
ports of Spain and Portugal, all ſorts of goods 
and commodities that have come from, or any 
way belonged unto the plantations or dominions 
of either of them reſpectively. 

Be it alſo further enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That from henceforth it ſhall not be lawful 
to any perſon or perſons whatſoever, to load or 
cauſe to be loaden and carried in any bottom or 
bottoms, ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or veſſels whatſo- 
ever, whereof any ſtranger or ſtrangers born, (un- 
leſs ſuch as be denizens or naturalized) be own- 
ers, part owners, or maſter, any fiſh, victual, 
wares, or things of what kind or nature ſoever 
the ſame ſhall be, from one port or creek of this 
commonwealth, to another port or creek of the 
ſame, under penalty to every one that ſhall of- 


fend contrary to the true meaning of this branch 


of this preſent act, to forfeit all the goods that 
ſhall be ſo laden or carried, as alſo the fhip upon 
which they ſhall be ſo laden or carried, the ſame 
forfeit to be recovered and employed as directed 
in the firſt branch of this preſent act. 
Laſtly, That this act nor any thing therein 

contained, extend not to bullion, nor yet to any 

oods taken, or that ſnal] be taken by way of re- 
prifal by any ſhip or ſhips, having commiſſion. 
from this commonwealth. | 


Provided, That this act, or any thing there. 


in contained, ſhall not extend, nor be conſtrued 
to extend to any ſilk or ſilk-wares which ſhall be 
brought by land from any parts of Italy, and 
there bought with the proceed of Engliſh com- 
modities, ſold either for money or in barter ; but 
that it ſhall and may be lawful for any of the 


people of this commonwealth to ſhip the ſame 
| in 
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in Ehgliſh veſſels from Oſtend, Newport, Roter- 
dam, Middleburg, Amſterdam, or any ports there- 
abouts; the owners and proprietors firſt making 
oath by themſelves, or other credible witneſs, 
be fore the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms for the 
time being, or their deputies, or one of the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer, that the goods aforeſaid 
were ſo bought for his or their own proper ac- 


count in Italy. 
Paſſed 9 October, 


Fri > - 


To ras PUBLIC. 
A® the Political Tranſactions of this Country 


are Matters which concern every individual, 
a faithful Recital of them muſt afford particular 
Satisfaction. To effect this deſirable Purpoſe, 
has been the Object of the preſent Printer of 
THE GENERAL ADVERTISER; and he 
Truſts, that the Accounts of the Parliamentary 
Debates, and of ſuch State Papers as are laid be- 
fore the Houſe, are given in the Paper he Pub- 
liſhes, with the ſtricteſt Impartiality, and the 
moſt ſedulous attention to Truth. The Com- 
mercial Concerns of the Public, the Bufineſs of the 


Theatres, and whatever happens worth recital, 
| | Domeſtic 
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Dameſtic and Foreign, with a faithful Detail of 
all that paſſes in both Houſes of the Triſhb Parlia- 
ment, are alſo given in The GENERAL AD- 
VERTISER, which is publiſhed at an early Hour 
every Morning; by J. ALMon, at No. 183, in 
Fleet-ſtreet :—where he alſo carries on the Print- 
ing Buſineſs, in all its Branches, on the cheapeſt 
Terms, and in the moſt expeditious Manner. 


And of whom may be had the following 


NEW PuBLICATIONõ. 


The Genuine Report Complete. 

; TJ HE REPORT of the LORDS of the 

1 COMMITTEE of COUNCIL, ap- 
poems for the Conſideration of all Matters re- 
ating to Tride and Foreign Plantations, upon 
the two Queſtions referred to them. by his Ma- 
jeſty's Order in Council, on the 14th of January 
laſt, viz, | 

1. Upon the Propriety of reducing Duties pay- 
able in Great Britain on the Importation of 
Goods, the Growth and Manufacture of Ireland, 
to the ſame Rate as the Duties payable in Ireland 
on the importation of the like Goods, the Growth 
and Manufacture of Great Britain. 

2. What Preferences are now given to the Im- 
portation of any Article, the Growth, Produce, 
and Manufacture of Ireland, by any Duty or 
Prohibition on Importation, Uſe, or Sale of the 
like Articles from Foreign Parts; and how far it 
may be the Intereſt of Great Britain, in future to 
continue, or alter the ſame, Price I'wo Shillings, 


II. An ANSWER to „ A Short Eſſay on 
the Modes of Defence beſt adapted to the Situa- 
tion and Circumſtances of this Iſland.” Price 


One Shilling and Sixpence, 
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III. An authentic Copy of the PROC EE D- 
INGS of a COURT-MARTIAL, held at the 
Horſe-Guards, on Tueſday the gth of Novem- 
ber, 1784, and continued by Adjournments to 
Friday the 12th of the ſame Month on HUGH 
DEBBIEG, Eſq. one of the Colonels of the 
Corps of Engineers; on two Charges exhibited 
by his Grace CHARLES DUKE OF RICH- 
MOND. Price Three Shillings. 


NEW PLAYS. 


I. BARATARIA; or, Sancho turned Go- 
vernor. As it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, 
Covent-Garden. Price One Shilling. | 


II. ROBIN HOOD; or, Sherwood Foreft : 
a Comic Opera; as it is performed at the Thea- 
tre-Royal, Covent-Garden. Price One Shilling 
and Sixpence. 


III. FAIR AMERICAN: a Comic Opera; 
as it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, Drury- 
Lane. Price One Shilling and Sixpence. 


IV. The SONGS, Choruſes, and Recitative, 
in the Pantomime of the MAGIC CAVERN; 
at the Theatre- Royal, Covent-Garden. Price 
Sixpence. | 


V. SPANISH RIVALS. A Muſical Farce: 
as it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, Drury- 
Lane, Price One Shilling, 


